
Dave Salamon: Building the 
Howard Branch Switching Layout 
Part 4щGround Throws and a 
First Look at Structure Kits

Next Indian Nations Division Meeting
January 17th at the Hardesty Library

Broken Arrow Train Show Wrap-Up New Area Hobby Shops!

Farewell to the Hereford Sub

Sammy Carlile photo.
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There are many exciting things happening in Tulsa in 2026, paramount among 
which is the upcoming LDOP Weekend event.  Layout owners are busily gearing 
up for the meet.  

More information is included in this edition of Division Points, and links to 
registration can be found on the Indian Nations Division NMRA web site.  Slots 
are filling up, so please do not hesitate to register!

January presentations will be:

ÉċůůǃШ9ċƖũŔũĲаШљ9ċƖĦŸШƚőŸƓƚШ- ǃĲċƖШŔŰШƖĲƻŔĲƽњЮШШÉċůůǃШƽŔũũШƚőċƖĲШőŔƚШƽŸƖťШŔŰШ
painting, weather, and detailing rolling stock and locomotives.

ÉƣĲƻĲШÉőĲũƣŸŰаШљ[ƖŸůШ9ċŢŸŰШƣŸШƣőĲШcċƖĤŸƖШ- The Heart of Rail Transportation in 
ÉŸƨƣőĲƖŰШ9ċũŔŉŸƖŰŔċњЮШШÉƣĲƻĲШőċƚШċШĤƖċŰĬШŰĲƽШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШŉŸƖШőŔƚШůŸĬĲũШƖċŔũƖŸċĬШċŰĬШ
he shares his initial thoughts and decision process on where and when he wants 
to design his model railroad to represent.
 
For show and tell, anything is welcome, but our theme will be Christmas: what 
you did, built, received (or gifted yourself!) over the Christmas holidays.

Sincerely,

Steve Davis
Superintenden t
Indian Nations Division
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From the Editor

Charles Tapper
Editor

ÑőŔƚШĲĬŔƣŔŸŰШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲƚШƽŔƣőШÂċƖƣШΠШŸŉШ?ċƻĲШÉċũċůŸŰќƚШƚĲƖŔĲƚШŸŰШƣőĲШ
design and construction of the Frisco Howard Branch as a lightweight 
and portable layout.

ÑőŔƚШůŸŰƣőШfШƽċŰƣШƣŸШċũƚŸШƚċũƨƣĲШŸƨƖШљĤƖŔĦťШċŰĬШůŸƖƣċƖњШőŸĤĤǃШƚőŸƓƚЮШ
 ċŰĬШċŰŰŸƨŰĦĲШƣőĲШŸƓĲŰŔŰŊШŸŉШéŔĦШÂŔŰċůŸŰƣŔќƚШEƖċŔũőŸĤĤŔĲƚШŔŰШÑƨũƚċЮШШ
éŔĦШőċĬШċШőŸĤĤǃШƚőŸƓШŔŰШÑƨũƚċШŔŰШƣőĲШƓċƚƣЯШċŰĬШfШťŰŸƽШƽĲќƖĲШċũũШőċƓƓǃШ
to see he is back.  

Reindeer Pass has relocated to a large new store in Owasso, and 
while their specialty is garden railroading, and their store is well 
stocked for that, they are a full -service hobby store ready to serve you 
as well.

ŰĬШƽĲШĦċŰќƣШŉŸƖŊĲƣШƣőċƣШÑƨũƚċШ ШƚĦċũĲƖƚШĦċŰШŊĲƣШůƨĦőШŸŉШƽőċƣШƣőĲǃШ
need at Challenger N Hobbies. Challenger is also the home of NEONS
(Northeast Oklahoma N -Scale).

This issue also contains some pictures from an open house at 
ÉċůůǃШ9ċƖũŔũĲќƚШŉċĤƨũŸƨƚШљcĲƖĲŉŸƖĬШÉƨĤњШũċǃŸƨƣШƖĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШ
fast freights plying the Santa Fe transcon line in the 1990s.  Many of 
us in the Tulsa area have fond memories of operating on the Hereford, 
and of the tremendous hospitality Sammy and his wife Deidre! I have 
ŸŉƣĲŰШƚċŔĬШљĦċůĲШŉŸƖШƣőĲШĤċťĲĬШŊŸŸĬƚЯШƚƣċǃĲĬШŉŸƖШƣőĲШƣƖċŔŰƚњЮ

Sammy is retiring the current version of his well -worn layout and will 
be dismantling it in the near future.  But it is all good, as a new and 
better layout is in the offing. I hope to have more in -depth articles in 
the future.
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The LAYOUT DESIGN AND OPERATIONS WEEKEND will be held March 13th, 14th, and 15th 
of 2026. There are 12+ great layouts in the Tulsa Area to choose from and operations 
sessions Friday-Saturday-Sunday. Our Saturday seminar will be from 8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Indian Nations 2026 Schedule:
Friday, March 13th, 2026
 Op-Sessions from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 14th, 2026
Seminar Topics:
 
 Thomas Jenner - љÑőĲШxŔŉĲШŸŉШċŰШEǂƣƖċШ7ŸċƖĬШ9ũċƚƚШΝШƖċŔũƖŸċĬШĬŔƚƓċƣĦőĲƖЯШand the 

ĬŔŉŉĲƖĲŰĦĲƚШĤĲƣƽĲĲŰШůŸĬĲũШƖċŔũƖŸċĬŔŰŊШĬŔƚƓċƣĦőŔŰŊШċŰĬШƖĲċũШũŔŉĲњ
 
 Gert "Speed" Muller - љ9ŸŰƣƖŸũũŔŰŊШǃŸƨƖШÅÅШìfÑc§ÖÑШƽŔƖĲƚаШƨƚŔŰŊШWiFi and 

~ÄÑÑњ
 
 Ken Ehlers - "Making them run - simple solutions for some mechanical and 

electrical layout problems"

 Dave Burman - љ ШÅŔƻĲƖШÅƨŰƚШÑőƖŸƨŊőШfƣ-The Rail Barge Connection"

 (Tentative) Tom Driggers - љìŸƖťŔŰŊШƽŔƣőШ]ĲŸƖŊĲШSellios  and Dick Elwell building 
model railroads, including the well -known Housatonic Valley Model RR."

Sunday, March 15th, 2026
Op-Sessions from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

FOR MOREINFORMATION GO TO: https://ldopsigmeet.tulsanmra.org/

Contact Information:
For registration questions email: ldopregistration@tulsanmra.org
For questions about operating sessions email: ldopoperations@tulsanmra.org
For any questions about upcoming or past events, email: ldopchairman@tulsanmra.org
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Greater Tulsa Area Train Show
April 24-25, 2026 / Broken Arrow, Oklahoma
Friday 5:00pm - 7:00pm / Saturday 9:00am - 3:00pm
1367 East 71st South / West Kenosha, Broken Arrow, OK

Heartland Summer Toy Train Show
July 10-11, 2026 / Stillwater, Oklahoma
Friday 5:00pm - 7:00pm / Saturday 9:00am - 3:00pm
4518 Expo Circle E. Stillwater, OK

Greater Tulsa Area Holiday Train Show
December 5, 2026 / Broken Arrow, Oklahoma
Saturday 9:00am - 4:00pm
1367 East 71st South / West Kenosha, Broken Arrow, OK



NEW TULSA AREA HOBBY SHOP!
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Erailhobbies is a model train 
store in Tulsa, OK on the 
northeast corner of 61st and 
Sheridan.

6023 S Sheridan Rd
Tulsa, OK

(918) 764-8350
erailhobbies@gmail.com
ebay.com/str/erailhobbies

Also on Facebook

Erailhobbies



7301 N Owasso Expressway 
Suite H110
Owasso, OK 

(918) 262-2207
vernon@reindeerpass.com
ReindeerPass.com
Also on Facebook

Reindeer Pass Railroad

NEW LOCATION!
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Challenger N-Scale Hobbies
8753 S Lewis Ave 
Tulsa, OK

(918) 298-4800

challenger@challenger -n-scale.com

tulsa -neons.com
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ÉċůůǃШ9ċƖũŔũĲќƚШc§ШÉĦċũĲШcĲƖĲŉŸƖĬШÉƨĤШ§ƓĲŰШcŸƨƚĲЯШÂċŊĲШΝΤЮШ

Trains and Power at Amarillo awaiting crews.            

C. Tapper Photo



The Frisco Howard Branch  Part 4уGround Throws
By Dave Salamon
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In Part 1, Dave covered the design process, and n Part 2, he detailed 
construction of  the lightweight, portable layout base, intended to be placed 
on folding tables. Part 3 Covered Track and Wiring.  In Part 4 Dave installs 
ground throws and gives a glimpse into structures from kits.

Between being asked to put in a few additional days for work and the 
holidays I did not get very much time to work on the layout. After getting 
ƣőĲШƣƖċĦťШƓċŔŰƣĲĬШŉŔŊƨƖĲĬШƽĲќĬШŊĲƣШƣŸШƚŸůĲШƚĦĲŰĲƖǃШĤǃШŰŸƽЯШШĤƨƣШċũċƚШfШ
ĬŔĬŰќƣЮШ

Despite the limited time to work on it I was able to get the caboose 
ŔŰĬƨƚƣƖǃШŊƖŸƨŰĬШƣőƖŸƽƚШŔŰƚƣċũũĲĬЮШ[ŸũũŸƽШċũŸŰŊШċƚШfќƻĲШŰĲƻĲƖШŔŰƚƣċũũĲĬШ
these, as I use slide switches with flexible push/pull cable to operate 
my home N scale layout turnouts.

The Racor #22 was used in yard service, 
drawing right posted by Karl on 
www.frisco.org and diagram on left by 
Multimodal Ways



ũũШƣőĲШŊƖŸƨŰĬШĦċůĲШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШũċƣĲШsŸőŰШ ŰĬĲƖƚŸŰќƚШ ŔĦťũĲШ
ċŰĬШ?ŔůĲШƖċŔũƖŸċĬШƽĲШĬŔƚůċŰƣũĲĬШƚĲƻĲƖċũШǃĲċƖƚШċŊŸЮШfќƻĲШ
ƚĲĲŰШƓĲŸƓũĲШƨƚĲШƚůċũũШŰċŔũƚШċŰĬШfќƻĲШƚĲĲŰШƓĲŸƓũĲШƨƚĲШ
screws and since this layout will be moved around I wanted 
to go the route of using screws. Plus, with the screws it 
seems as the lever is pushed over center it holds the points, 
but you can easily get your finger to lift it up and over the 
ŸƣőĲƖШĬŔƖĲĦƣŔŸŰШċƚШƣőĲШũĲƻĲƖШĬŸĲƚŰќƣШŊŸШċũũШƣőĲШƽċǃШƣŸШƚĦĲŰĲƖǃЮШШ
Did a quick look online and got several responses but #2 x 
ΟоΥњШĦċůĲШƨƓШůŸƖĲШƣőċŰШŸŰĦĲЮШìĲŰƣШƣŸШůǃШũŸĦċũШőċƖĬƽċƖĲШ
stores and nothing matched. So online to Amazon and had a 
package delivered to the house in a couple of days.
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I then grabbed my cordless drill, my drill index, and a small Philips tip to 
install these and that is when I found out my #2 screws were too big to fit in 
the holes on the sides of the ground throw.
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I could either re-order some smaller screws or make what I have work, so let me 

ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ƘŀƴŘΦ L ƎǊŀōōŜŘ ǘǿƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŘǊƛƭƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ мκмсέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ƘƻƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ оκонέ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 

holes just a little so that the screws would go through them without any splitting 

or distortion of the ground throw.

After I opened up the mounting holes in the ground throw I took and put the lever 
straight up in the middle position, then engaged it in the throw bar of the turnout with 
the points moved to the middle with them equally spaced from the stock rails.
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ìőŔũĲШőŸũĬŔŰŊШƣőĲШŊƖŸƨŰĬШƣőƖŸƽШŔŰШƓũċĦĲШƨƚĲĬШůǃШΝоΝΣњШĬƖŔũũШċŰĬШĬƖŔũũĲĬШċШ
pilot hole in the one mounting lug.

I Installed the one screw, made sure not to over tighten it, drilled the second hole 

and then installed the other screw, then it was time to throw both directions and 

ensure he points are held tight against the rails.

I repeated that process another ten more times and got them all installed.
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That was unfortunately all the time I had to do actual work on the layout. 
I did pick up a couple of Walthers kits recently for kitbashing material for 
the layout. 

The Clayton County Lumber will be used to make a couple of buildings, 
one will be my version of the Hanna Lumber Company and Chandler 
Materials Co.

Hanna Lumber Google Maps (Historic) Streetview
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Chandler Materials Co. Google Maps (Historic) Streetview

Walthers Cornerstone Clayton County Lumber Kit (SKU 933 -2911)
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I will use the Walthers Cross Dock Truck 
Facility (SKU 933-4131) as it kind of has the 
art deco look of the Public Service 
Company of Oklahoma building. 

Also in the kit is two large styrene pieces for the truck 
loading/unloading area that I will use for the pole yard of the 
PSO.

Join me in the next issue as I there will be ballast and 
ƚĦĲŰĲƖǃШċŰĬШŔƣШfќũũШƚƣċƖƣШĤƖŔŰŊŔŰŊШƣőŔƚШũċǃŸƨƣШƣŸШũŔŉĲЮ

Google Maps

Google Maps
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HEREFORD SUB OPEN HOUSE

In late 2025 Sammy Carlile announced he was tearing down his much -loved Hereford 
Sub layout in early 2026. His layout occupies a two -car garage and he felt it was time 
to relocate it to a dedicated building.  He will break ground on a new home for a new 
ũċǃŸƨƣШƚŸůĲƣŔůĲШŔŰШΞΜΞΣЮШ ШũċƖŊĲШŊƖŸƨƓШŸŉШƣőĲШљƨƚƨċũШƚƨƚƓĲĦƣƚњШƚőŸƽĲĬШƨƓШƣŸШƻŔĲƽШ
the layout and reminisce about all the good times had operating the Hereford Sub. 
Sammy Carlile photo. A published track plan can be found at: 

https://www.trains.com/mrr/how -to/track -plan-database/ho -scale -sante-fe-hereford -subdivision/
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Entry to the layout room is via double  gates.  The Hereford features 
generally broad aisles which works really well where numerous 
operators are on the road on both decks and there are trains 
switching various industries.
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The layout is double-ĬĲĦťЯШũŸŸƓШƣŸШũŸŸƓШƚƣċŊŔŰŊЯШċŰĬШƽŔƣőШċШљŰŸũŔǂњШ
continuous grade to traverse from the lower to the upper level.

Clovis Yard is the disguised end of the main and return loop on the lower 
ũĲƻĲũЮШШÑőĲШĲŰĬШŸŉШƣőĲШљŰŸũŔǂњШŊƖċĬĲШŔƚШċĤŸƻĲШ9ũŸƻŔƚ
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Clovis Yard which is really one leg of the lower loop staging.

The Wye leads to Lubbock staging at left.  The loop staging 
continues around the bend to become the east end of the 
ǃċƖĬЮШљÑőĲШcĲũŔǂњШĤċƖШƽċƚШƓũċĦĲĬШƣŸШċŰƚƽĲƖШƣőĲШƕƨĲƚƣŔŸŰШ
ŉƖŸůШĦŸŰŉƨƚĲĬШƻŔƚŔƣŸƖƚШљƽőĲƖĲШŔƚШƣőĲШőĲũŔǂњШыŔƣќƚШċШŰŸũŔǂШŉŸũťƚгь
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(Top) The return loop at Clovis emerges as engine facility at the right on the 
lower level.  This is where runs to Amarillo and points east originate.

Leaving Clovis trains cross the lower gate heading towards Texico.
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Entering ÑĲǂŔĦŸвŉċƖШƖŔŊőƣШƣƖċĦťШĲŰƣĲƖƚШxƨĤĤŸĦťо[ŸƖƣШìŸƖƣőШƚƣċŊŔŰŊЮ

Exiting Texico and West Texico, tracks head towards the return loop and the 
nolix.  Amarillo staging and the origin point for westbound trains on the upper 
deck. 
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Trains passing eastbound out of Clovis cross an entry 
gate, and pass this way and onto the nolix section.  
The Amarillo loop staging yard is on the upper deck.
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